Sermon outline by Marc W. Gibson

LESSONS IN A TOMB
Introduction
1) Mark 16:5 – “And entering the tomb…”
a) During the initial visit of the women to the tomb of Jesus on first day of the week (vv. 1-4)
2) Lessons can be learned and remembered when one visits a cemetery

3) Important lessons were learned here in a very special tomb – let us learn with them
I) The Reality of the Spiritual Realm


A) The women find a young man dressed in a long, white robe (Mk. 16:5)


1) An angel of God (Matt. 28:1-5; Lk. 24:4, 23)

B) Many believe that this natural, physical realm is all that exists – naturalism



1) Reject the spiritual, supernatural realm (Psa. 14:1; or elements of it – Acts 23:8)


2) Death of the body is not the end of man – his spirit lives on (2 Cor. 4:16; Eccl. 12:7)


C) This spiritual realm that we cannot see or touch does exist (Eph. 6:12; Heb. 1:14; 2 Cor. 12:2-4)


1) We need to understand and “see” the reality of the spiritual realm (2 Kgs. 6:17)
II) Jesus Arose from the Dead

A) The women were “alarmed” at what they encountered, but were told not to be (Mk. 16:5-6)


1) They should have expected exactly what happened – Jesus told them (Lk. 24:6-8)


2) Others were alarmed, astonished, and disbelieving (Lk. 24:11, 22-23; Mk. 16:11, 13)



a) We are often slow to hear, learn, and believe the truth (Lk. 24:25-27)


B) Let us be quick to hear the word of God and willing to believe it (Rom. 10:17)
III) Faith is Based on Evidence

A) The angel said, “See the place where they laid Him” (Mk. 16:6)


1) An invitation to see and investigate the evidence of the empty tomb (Matt. 28:6)

B) Peter and John go to the tomb and enter it (Jn. 20:5-8)


1) John at first simply “sees” (Gk. blepo) the burial clothing, then Peter “examines, analyzes” (theoreo) the clothing, and then John “perceives” (horao) the meaning of the clothing lying there and believed – by their testimony we can believe (Jn. 21:24; Heb. 2:3-4)

C) Though many believe that faith and reason cannot exist together, God provides clear and undeniable evidence for our faith (Lk. 1:4; Jn. 20:30-31)
IV) There is a Message to Tell

A) The women were told to go tell His disciples that He would see them in Galilee (Mk. 16:7)


1) This message had to be carried and communicated person to person (Matt. 28:7-8)

B) The disciples did not believe at first (Lk. 24:10-11) 



1) Fault of message or messenger? No! Jesus rebuked their unbelief (Mk. 16:14)

C) Jesus has sent us with the gospel of a risen Savior and a way of salvation (Mk. 16:15-16)

V) Jesus Keeps His Word

A) Jesus would see His disciples in Galilee “as He said to you” (Mk. 16:7)


1) Had clearly stated that He would see them there after He had risen (Mk. 14:28: Matt. 26:32)


B) The words and promises of the Lord are to be trusted as the truth (2 Cor. 1:20; Titus 1:2)



1) They are true and good for all time (Psa. 119:89; Matt. 24:35; Jn. 12:48)
Conclusion

What has Jesus “said to you”? (Jn. 8:34; Lk. 19:10; Jn. 24; Lk. 13:3; Mk. 16:16; Jn. 6:40; 11:25-26
Do you believe in the risen Jesus, our only true and living savior, king, prophet, and high priest?

Learn these lessons that were taught in a tomb so that you will understand the truth and obey!
