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“For if thou altogether holdest thy peace at this time, then shall there enlargement and

deliverance arise to the Jews from another place, but thou and thy father’s house shall be

destroyed: and who knoweth whether thou art come to the kingdom for such a time as this”

(Esther 4:14)?

All who are familiar with the book of Esther are familiar with this statement uttered by

Mordecai when he urged Queen Esther to go and appeal to the King Ahasuerus to save the Jews

in Persia who were about to be destroyed by the evil plans of Haman who had risen to power and

had respect of the King for  a while.  This story of Esther is a beautiful example of God’s

providence unfolding during a circumstance that seemed to be hopeless for the Jews of that time.

As we wrestle with the present distress brought on by the coronavirus COVID-19 global crisis,

you may wonder what will come to pass and what can we do “for such a time as this?  Let me

offer some things to consider:

Don’t fear!  Remember that this crisis will end, but we do not know when.  Jesus

encouraged those being persecuted to remain faithful to the Lord, come what may.  Said He,

“Fear none of those things which thou shalt suffer; behold, the devil shall cast some of you into

prison, that ye may be tried; and ye shall have tribulation ten days: be thou faithful unto death,

and I will give thee a crown of life” (Rev 2:10; cf. Matt. 24:13).  John’s statement—”ye shall

have tribulation ten days” indicates that the suffering was temporary.  So it is with the COVID-19

crisis.  It will end!

Don’t give up!  Christians must be those willing to endure any trial  that comes our way.

Consider the example of Jesus when He was tried in the wilderness (Matt. 4:1-11).  Don’t be like

the three unprofitable soils (hearts) in the parable of the sower (Luke 8:5-15).  Don’t give up on

your desire for the milk of the word (I Peter 2:2).  Don’t give up on reading and studying God’s

word daily (Acts 17:11).

Don’t give in!  There are many new scams that have risen as a result of the crisis.  Evil

people are creating schemes to steal your information and thereby profit off naïve people during

this crisis.  Warnings have been issued by Medicare, the IRS, and health care organizations

concerning scams that are popping up.  Be aware of people who are posing as though they are in

need when they are probably not in need.  As Jesus told His disciples, “Behold, I send you forth

as sheep in the midst of wolves: be ye therefore wise as serpents, and harmless as doves” (Matt.

10:16).  Use sound judgment and due diligence and don’t let the “wolves” pull the wool over your

eyes!

Don’t give over!  There are a number of errors and false ideas in the religious world.

This COVID-19 crisis is unusual and all calamities are not the same.  Don’t give heed to false

teaching and unscriptural material that is on the internet.  A number of sound churches of Christ

are offering online studies during this time when we are ordered by civil leaders to “stay at home”

which is a good and needed effort.  But, don’t get the idea that when the “stay at home” order is

lifted, you can “stay at home” when the saints assemble. Remember, the “stay at home” order is a

temporary order that was issued to help stop or slow the spread of this highly contagious virus.

Christians are commanded to not forsake “the assembling” (Heb. 10:25).

Give your time and thanks to God.  Use the time you have to “stay at home” to catch

up on your Bible study, Bible reading and praying to God.  Pray for our leaders as they make



decisions they had no idea they would have to make when elected to office.  Pray for the leaders

of the church as they make difficult decisions.  Pray and give thanks that you are safe and have a

safe place of shelter during “such a time as this.”  Give thanks that our government is making

provisions to help those who have been severely negatively affected by this crisis.  Give thanks

for the blessings of technology that can be used to study God’s word and glorify God.  How many

online sermons have you listened to during this “stay at home” order?  Finally, when the “stay at

home” order is lifted, will you be as thirsty, studious and prayerful for the spiritual things as you

have been during “such a time as this” every day afterward and in the future when things are back

to as normal as they can be?  “...think on these things” (Phil 4:8).
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