
“Things That Accompany Salvation”

“But beloved, we are confident of better things concerning you, yes, things that

accompany salvation, though we speak in this manner,” Heb. 6:9.

The book of Hebrews, as the name would suggest, was written to Hebrew, or Jewish

Christians.  That it was written to Jews is indicated by the fact that in this book there are no

references to Gentiles or to Gentile controversies.  That it was written to Christians is evidenced

by the following facts: (1) They had heard the gospel from the Lord’s disciples, Heb. 2:3. (2)

They had witnessed signs, wonders, and miracles by those (the apostles) to whom the Lord had

spoken, Heb. 2:4.  (3) They were called “holy brethren, partakers of the heavenly calling,” Heb.

3:1. (4) They were described as “partakers of Christ,” Heb. 3:14. (5) They had been

“enlightened,” and had “tasted the heavenly gift,” had been “partakers of the Holy Spirit,” had

“tasted the good word of God and the powers of the age to come,” Heb. 6:5. (6) They had

“ministered to the saints,” Heb. 6:10. (7) They had endured persecution, Heb. 10:32-34; 12:4. (8)

They were called upon to “be submissive” to “those who rule over” them, Heb. 13:17, or to

elders, or overseers of the local church.  Cf. Acts 20:28; I Peter 5:1-2.

However, notwithstanding all the blessings indicated in the previous paragraph, these

saints were in danger of    falling away!  That this is true is suggested by the warning contained in

this epistle that they  not allow “an evil heart of unbelief” to cause them to depart “from the living

God,” Heb. 3:12, by the admonition to “hold the beginning” of their “confidence steadfast to the

end,” Heb. 3:14, by their being rebuked for not growing in their knowledge of the word of God,

Heb. 5:12-14, and by the fact that “the manner of some” involved “forsaking” the assembling of

themselves together in worship to God, Heb. 10:25.

In the context of our beginning text (Heb. 6:9), the inspired writer likened those who “fall

away” to the “earth which drinks in the rain that often comes upon it” bearing “thorns and

briers” instead of “herbs useful for those by whom it is cultivated,” Hebrews 6:6-8.

Then, after mentioning those who “fall away” and the difficulty of their being renewed

“again to repentance,” the inspired writer voiced his faith in the original recipients of this epistle,

saying “we are confident of better things concerning you, yes, things that accompany

salvation…,” Heb. 6:9.

“Better” is a word often used in this epistle.  To illustrate this point, we observe that: (1)

Jesus is “so much better than the angels,” Heb. 1:4. (2) Under the gospel we have “a better

hope,” Heb. 7:19.  (3) Jesus “has become a surety of a better covenant,” Heb. 7:22.  (4) Jesus is

the “Mediator of a better covenant, which was established on better promises,” Heb. 8:6.  (5)

Under Christ we have “better sacrifices,” Heb. 9:23. (6) Christians have “a better and enduring

possession,” Heb. 10:34. (7) Christians “desire a better; that is a heavenly country,” Heb. 11:16.

(8) Mention is also made of a “better resurrection,” Heb. 11:35.  (9) God has “provided

something better for us,” Heb. 11:40. (10) We have come “to Jesus the Mediator of the new

covenant, and to the blood of sprinkling that speaks better things than that of Abel,” Heb. 12:24.

(11) And now, in our text, Heb. 6:9, the sacred writer said “we are confident of better things

concerning you, yes, things that accompany salvation…”  Among those “better things” cited in

this great book are “things that accompany salvation.”  “Accompany” means “to go together

with,” or “to be included with,” Webster.  For example, a good hostess might prepare a delicious

desert to accompany the main meal.  As it relates to our beginning text, we note that there are

certain things that “accompany” (go together with) “salvation.”  What, we ask, are some of the

“things that accompany salvation?”



1. Giving “the more earnest heed to the things we have heard, lest we drift away,” Heb.

2:1.  Yes, if we allow ourselves to “drift away” we become guilty of neglecting “so great a

salvation,” and we jeopardize the safety of our souls, Heb. 2:3.

2. Being vigilant lest we become victimized by “an evil heart of unbelief,” and lest we

become “hardened through the deceitfulness of sin,” Heb. 3:12-13.  Too many Christians have let

their guard down, and have allowed sin (not Christ) to rule their lives!

3. Being “diligent to enter that rest,” Heb. 4:1.  It is possible to follow the course of

least resistance, become lukewarm, and negligent in our service to God.  Cf. Rev. 3:15-16.

4. Taking advantage of the privilege and responsibility of prayer!  We do have

“weaknesses,” we do need divine help; hence, we must “come boldly to the throne of grace, that

we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need,” Heb. 4:15-16.

5. Growing in our knowledge of the word of God.  Many of the Hebrew saints had

been Christians long enough to be “teachers,” but they needed to be re-taught the things

concerning “the first principles of the oracles of God,” and were unable to spiritually digest the

“solid food” of God’s word, Heb. 5:12-14.  And they have many counterparts among God’s

people today!

6. Going “on to perfection” after obeying the gospel of Christ, Heb. 6:1.  God expects

His people to grow, not only “in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ,”

2 Peter 3:18, but also in the divine likeness, 2 Peter 1:5-10.  We must “seek those things which

are above,” we must set our “mind on things above, not on things on the earth,” Col. 3:1-2.

7. Ministering to the saints.  Notwithstanding their areas of negligence, the Hebrew

saints were commended for having “ministered to the saints,” and regarding this point the writer

said “God is not unjust to forget your work and labor of love which you have shown toward His

name,” Heb. 6:10.  There are times when our brethren need our help and our encouragement; we

let God down if we let them down!

(8) We must “imitate those who through faith and patience inherit the promises,” Heb.

6:12.  Too many professed Christians “imitate” the wrong people!  Don’t follow the sordid

examples of those who seem devoid of both “faith and patience!”  Regarding this point, the

apostle Paul said “imitate me, just as I also imitate Christ,” I Cor. 11:1!

(9) Hold “fast the confession of our hope without wavering,” and “consider one another

to stir up love and good works,” Heb. 10:23-24.  It is possible to get so caught up in the things of

this world that we could forget what is really important!  Sadly, many Christians “are choked

with cares, riches, and pleasures of life,” and thus “bring no fruit to maturity,” Luke 8:14.  Don’t

let that happen to you!

(10).  Assemble with the saints with regularity and faithfulness in Bible study and

worship.  The Hebrew saints were exhorted to “not” forsake “the assembling” of themselves

“together,” Heb. 10:25.  To forsake these assemblies involves an act of the will, and the inspired

writer cautioned saying, “if we sin willfully after we have received a knowledge of the truth, there

no longer remains a sacrifice for sins,” Heb. 10:26.  Frankly, it is difficult to understand why a

person who loves God, who loves the word of God, who loves the people of God, and who longs

for heaven would ever even want to miss the assemblies of the church!

(11) We must “lay aside every weight, and the sin which so easily ensnares us,” and we



must “run with endurance the race that is set before us,” Heb. 12:1.  “The Christian life” is

likened to a “race,” a race we cannot successfully “run” if we  are burdened down with sin.  And

we must “run with endurance.”  Quitters don’t win, and winners don’t quit!

(12) We must “let brotherly love continue,” Heb. 13:1.  The local church is a spiritual

family.  Family members ought to love one another.  Jesus said “by this all will know that you are

my disciples, if you have love for one another,” John 13:34.

Conclusion:  Indeed, there are many “things that accompany salvation.”  May God help

each Christian to pursue those “things!”

               **** —Bobby Witherington

“If your religion costs little, it is worth little.”


