
Why? Why?? Why???

Generally, when children reach ages three and four, they enter the “why” stage of life.

“Why is milk white?”  “Why do cats meow?”  “Why do dogs bark?”  “Why do birds have

feathers?’  Etc., etc., ad inf.

“Why” questions are not inherently bad.  With regards to those young in years, “why”

questions reflect an inquisitive mind, an interest in learning, and an awareness of their

surroundings, all of which is good, even though the seemingly endless questions may try the

patience of busy parents.  Then, too, think of all the practical, daily benefits we enjoy because of

the many advances in modern science, few of which would have been made were it not for the

fact that countless people are naturally inquisitive, and simply “must” know  “why” things

happen and “how” they function.

But truth be known, it seems that there are times when all of us find ourselves asking the

“why” questions of life, and frequently failing to find real satisfactory answers.  “Why did my

baby die?” “Why did my loved one die in that accident?”  “Why do the wicked prosper?” “Why

am I suffering so much pain?” “Why am I being treated so dreadfully?” “Why did I lose my job?”

“Why must the innocent suffer?”  Etc., etc.

This article is not intended to answer all of those questions.  In fact, there are questions to

which the only real honest answer I can give is simply, “I don’t know!”  However, that having

been said, there are certain observations with regards to this issue that should be made.

1. Suffering accompanies life on earth.  One may suffer as “an evil doer,” I Peter 4:15,

or one may suffer “as a Christian,” I Peter 4:16.  In fact, “all who desire to live godly in Christ

Jesus will suffer persecution,” 2 Tim. 3:12.

2. Unless the Lord comes first, every person now alive will die.  Scripture says “it is

appointed for men to die once, but after this the judgment,” Heb. 9:27.  And, regardless of the

spiritual condition of the person who departs this life, death brings sorrow to loved ones left

behind.  Try to imagine the grief in David’s heart upon learning of the death of his wayward son,

Absalom, as he wept, saying, “O my son Absalom — my son Absalom — my son, my son Absalom

— if only I had died in your place! O Absalom my son, my son!” (2 Sam. 18:32).  On the other

hand, we think of Stephen who was stoned to death for preaching the gospel, and the record says

that “devout men carried Stephen to his burial, and made great lamentation over him,” Acts 8:2.

Even though “the death of His saints” is “precious in the sight of the Lord,” Ps. 116:15, it almost

invariably brings grief to the hearts of loved ones left behind.

3. We live in a sinful world, a world in which society seems to be more and more like

Paul’s description in Romans 1:18-32 of the ancient Gentiles. Even innocent people will suffer if

they  live in a society in which there exist many who are “cowardly, unbelieving, abominable,

murderers, sexually immoral, sorcerers, idolaters and..liars,” Rev. 21:8, as well as those addicted

to alcohol, and every conceivable drug.

4. Accidents happen!  Solomon learned that “the race is not to the swift, nor the battle to

the strong. Nor bread to the wise, nor riches to men of understanding, nor favor to men of skill;

But time and chance happen to them all,” Eccl. 9:11.  Many have contacted a life-threatening

disease by unknowingly being in the presence of a disease-infected person.  Many have lost their

lives on the highway by accidents caused by someone else.  Others have lost their lives due to

tornadoes, earthquakes, being struck by lightening, etc.  “The bottom line” is this:  there is no



absolutely safe place on earth!

5. Satan is real!  Satan is mean! And Satan is our “adversary,” I Pet. 5:8.  He “was a

murderer from the beginning,” and “he is a liar and the father of it,” John 8:44.  He was

responsible for all the tragic events which came upon Job — the loss of his property, the loss of

his ten children (all in one day!), and the loss of his health, etc.,  Job 1-2.

6. Life is not fair!  Some are born into a society controlled by a caste system (India and

the Hindu religion)  and are generally forced to remain in the societal state in which they were

born, regardless of how deplorable.  Others are born in a free society and given every opportunity

to enjoy life, liberty, and engage in the pursuit of happiness.  Some are born with a drug

dependency due to habits of the mother while pregnant.  Some are born in a state of intense

poverty; others are born in the midst of affluence and luxury. Some, at birth, are blessed to have

loving parents who are faithful Christians; others are born to parents who reject God, despise one

another, and regard children as burdens to be borne, and inconveniences to be tolerated.  Let’s

face it — life is not fair!

7. Bad things happen!  Stephen was stoned to death, Acts 7:59.  Antipas was the Lord’s

“faithful martyr,” Rev. 2:13.  Herod “killed James the brother of John with the sword,” Acts 12:2.

For preaching the truth on marriage, John the Baptist was rewarded by having his head cut off,

Mark 6:22-28.  All the apostles, except John, died a martyr’s death.  And Jesus Christ, “Who

committed no sin,” I Peter 2:22, was crucified! John 19:18.  He was crucified — not because He

sinned, but because you and I have sinned, Matt. 26:28.

Can I comprehend the “why” of all the items just mentioned!  Of course not!  The song,

“Farther Along We’ll Understand Why,” necessarily infers that there are some things we don’t

understand in the here and now.

But What Should Be Our

Response to these “Why” Questions?

1. Don’t Blame God!  He “cannot be tempted by evil,” James 1:13.  The fact  He allows

undesirable things to happen does not mean that He causes such!  Though God does not tempt

man to sin, God does allow people to be tested.  For example, “God tested Abraham,” Gen. 22:1

by giving him a most difficult command.  Without hesitation, Abraham proceeded to obey that

command, and God said to him, “In your seed all the nations of the earth shall be blessed,

because you have obeyed My voice,” Gen. 22:18.  Difficulties bravely faced, with complete trust

in God, are often succeeded by abundant blessings.

2. Accept the fact that God’s “understanding is infinite,” Psalm 147:5, that our

understanding is very finite, and that there are times when we don’t have all the answers to life’s

challenges.  Job was tempted beyond our ability to comprehend, and at times spoke unwisely

while replying to his would-be friends whom he correctly described as “miserable comforters,”

Job 16:2.  Later on God got Job’s attention, at which time he humbly said “I have uttered what I

did not understand, things too wonderful for me, which I did not know,” Job 42:3.  It is better to

say nothing than to say that which is incorrect, or just plain wrong!

3. Acknowledge God’s unlimited power!  “With God all things are possible,” Matt.

19:26.  He can sustain us in those critical times when it seems that all is hopeless.  Develop the

faith of David who said “the Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want,” Psalm 23:1.  If He could

deliver Daniel’s three friends from the fiery furnace, Daniel 3, He can deliver you in your hour of

trial.

4. Obey God, and live your life in harmony with God’s will!  The burdens we bear in this



life can make heaven all the more attractive.      Moreover, in the afflictions and disappointments

of life, there is often a hidden blessing.  The Psalmist said, “It is good for me that I have been

afflicted, that I may learn your statutes,” Psalm 119:71.

Conclusion:  Life is not always easy.  Many times we become physically, mentally, and

emotionally exhausted, and perhaps wonder “how can I keep going.”  But remember this:  if you

are a faithful Christian, you are on the winning team.  “All things work together for good to those

who love God, to those who are called according to His purpose,” Rom. 8:28.  We can be “more

than conquerors through Him who loved us,” Rom. 8:37.  But if you are not a Christian it is time

today to obey “from the heart,” Rom. 6:17, the saving gospel of Jesus Christ, Rom. 1:16.

Tomorrow may be too late!           —Bobby Witherington

****

A Sentence Sermon:

“The atheist is puzzled when he is really thankful and has no one to thank.”


