
Seed Among Thorns

A parable has been defined as “an earthly story with an heavenly meaning.” Jesus,

the master Teacher, often related earthly stories which conveyed heavenly meanings.  In

short, He frequently spoke in parables.

One much loved and highly informative parable that Jesus related was the Parable

of the Sower (Matt. 13:2-8, 18-23; Mark 4:3-8, 13-20; Luke 8:5-8,11-15). As is indicated

by the preceding scripture references, we can read Christ’s Own explanation of this

parable.  According to this parable and the Lord’s explanation of it, we learn that Jesus

likened the sowing of seed into soil with the teaching of God’s word.  As seed falls into

different  types of soil, the gospel is taught to different types of hearers.  Hence, there

exists: (1) Wayside hearers, (2) Stony ground hearers, and (3) Thorny ground hearers,

and (4) Good ground hearers.

Inadequate space forbids our elaborating on each soil type.   Hence, we will

confine our further remarks to the seed that fell among thorns, which grew up and choked

it, causing it to yield “no fruit,” Mark 4:7.  Of this seed, Jesus said, “And these are they

which are sown among thorns; such as hear the word, and the cares of this world, and

the deceitfulness of riches, and the lusts of other things entering in, choke the word, and

it becometh unfruitful,” Mark 4:18-19.

The Thorny Ground hearers have an advantage over the two former soil types.

Unlike the seed which fell by the wayside, they had received the gospel seed, and it was

in the process of bearing fruit.  Unlike the Stony Ground hearers, they did not die for lack

of rootage.  Rather they died for lack of fruitage.  They allowed the word in their hearts to

be choked and themselves to become unfruitful.  Nothing could be more sad than for

some who formerly “escaped the pollutions of the world through the knowledge of the

Lord and Savior Jesus Christ,” only to find themselves at a later date “again entangled

therein, and overcome,” with the latter end now “worse with them than the beginning,” 2

Peter 2:10!  It is on this point that many Christians of the 21st century are especially

vulnerable.

There are three potential problem areas in one’s life on earth, either one (or all

three) of which could cause him to become like thorny ground.  The Lord specified them,

so we shall now relate them and then make comment accordingly.

1. “The Cares of This World”

“Cares” is translated from the Greek merima and means to draw in different

directions, distract, hence signifies that which causes this, a care, especially an anxious

care (Expository dictionary of New Testament Words, by W.E. Vine, page 168, bold type

mine, bw)

The rich are not the only ones who are especially subject to the thorns that grow

up.  The anxious struggle for daily bread, and the continued preoccupation of a poor man



to “make ends meet,” can (if allowed to do so) demand  so much time and attention that

no time is left to consider the soul and its welfare.  Sometimes these cares include more

than just the struggle for daily bread; frequently they stem from social pride which

compels one to “keep up with the Joneses,” even to the point of neglecting the three

things which ought to be the most precious to him; his soul, his family, and the church

of the Lord.  This person is not evil minded; rather he is so preoccupied in preparing for

the things of this present world that he is relatively unoccupied in preparing for the world

to come.  Those who allow their jobs, except in cases of absolute necessity, to keep them

from worshipping God and working for God should take a long hard look at themselves.

Even the best soil cannot grow a good crop of both wheat and thorns.  “Something has

got to give!”

2. The Deceitfulness of Riches”

Not just riches, but “the deceitfulness of riches.”  “Deceitfulness” is translated

from the Greek apate and is defined as “that which gives a false impression, whether by

appearance, statement or influence” (Expository Dictionary of New Testament Words, by

W.E. Vine, page 279.  The Bible speaks of “the deceitfulness of riches,” Mark 4:19, and

the “deceitfulness of sin,” Heb. 3:13.  Both convey a false impression and cause many

people to pierce “themselves through with many sorrows,” I Tim. 6:10.

We live in a money regulated society.  Even most farmers buy, instead of grow,

most of the things they use, eat, and wear.  We have grown up hearing the adage “money

talks,” so it is natural that those with money frequently have more influence than those

without it.  Hence, it is all too easy for the wealthy to embrace the false philosophy that their over

abundant “medium of exchange” will suffice for their under abundant spirituality.  Their pocket

book may be bulging, but their soul might be like Pharoah’s kine and corn, “lean” and

“withered,” Gen. 41.  Especially are the children of the wealthy vulnerable along this line.  So

often they haven’t learned humility through the process of self-denial, nor patience through

tribulation (cf. Rom. 5:3).

Money can be a blessing or a curse, depending upon whether or not it is lawfully

obtained, and used in keeping with the regulations given in I Tim. 6:17-19.  However, when we

place more emphasis on the tangible treasures of earth than the intangible treasures of heaven,

then riches deceive, and thorns grow up.

3. “The Lusts of Other Things”

Luke described this as being “the pleasures of this life.”  Indeed, our society  is saturated

with three types of people (1) Those who frustrate themselves over earthly concerns, (2) Those

who concentrate primarily on dollar pursuits, and (3) Those who prostrate themselves before the

god of pleasure.

“The pleasures of this life” are not, within themselves, necessarily sinful.  For that matter,

even thorns are good in their place.  For example, the Israelites did not separate their fields by an

American Wire fence; sometimes they were separated by a “thorn hedge” (cf. Micah 7:4).  The

trouble arose when the thorns left the hedge and got out in the middle of the fields with their

crops.



So it is with the pleasures of this life.  Many of them are right within themselves — in

their place.  But when Christians become so distracted in their pleasurable pursuits that Bible

Study and worship are neglected or relegated to a place of insignificance, then watch out for the

thorns!  Camping out is good.  Boating (if you wear modest apparel) is good.  Checkers, ball

games, golf, tennis, etc., are fine.

But when these things take the place of Bible Study, the time from worship, and the

money from the contribution, then watch out!  The word sown in the soil of your heart will be

coked, and you will become “unfruitful.”

Conclusion:

Brethren, it is well to keep in mind the fact that the seed sown among thorns do not

represent the rejection of the gospel on the part of alien sinners.  This seed lodged in the ground

(heart) sprang up (converted the soul), but was later choked out by  the cares, riches, and

pleasures of this life, causing it to bear no fruit.  In John 15:1-8 Jesus told us what happens to a

professed follower of the Lord who bears no fruit.  Consider ye well!            

****—Bobby Witherington


