
The Impartiality of God

“Then Peter opened his mouth and said: In truth I perceive that God shows no

impartiality. But in every nation whoever fears Him and works righteousness is accepted

by Him,” Acts 10:34-35.  “For there is no partiality with God,” Rom. 2:11. “And you,

masters, do the same things to them, giving up threatening, knowing that your own

Master also is in heaven, and there is no partiality with Him,” Eph. 6:9.  “But the

wisdom that is from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, willing to yield, full of

mercy and good fruits, without partiality and without hypocrisy,” Jas. 3:17.

The preceding are but a few among many scriptures which inform us of the

impartiality of God.  Impartiality is a trait we admire in parents, in teachers, in business

managers, judges, politicians, etc.  People in general deplore partiality on the part of

others, however partial and prejudiced they may be themselves.

However, we are living in a world filled with examples of partiality — partiality

which may be based upon religious prejudice, socio-economic issues, gender, education,

position, etc.  Sadly, many congressmen endeavor to pass laws designed to favor special

interest groups — especially those who contributed heavily to their elections.  In our

imperfect system, numerous groups are often given preferential treatment, whereas others

may be penalized for no good reason.

In a imperfect world there will always be examples of favoritism, prejudice, and

partiality.  In other words, get use to it; that’s life!

However, where it matters most, as it relates to God, to the “Father of spirits,”

Heb. 12:9, “there is no partiality,” Rom. 2:11.  Theoretically, all rational people should

be encouraged by the realization that God shows no partiality.  After all, if God were a

respecter of persons, how could anyone have any assurance of being accepted with Him.

And how could we know which person, or persons, would be given preferential

treatment, and which person, or persons, regardless of how hard they tried, would find it

impossible to please Him?  Indeed, I am so thankful that “there no partiality with God!”

But what are the necessary implications of God’s impartiality?  It seems that

people in general agree that God is impartial, but many embrace religious beliefs which,

if true, would make God a God of partiality and favoritism!  For example, one tenet of

Calvinism states that God from the foundation of the world has foreordained some to

everlasting life, and others to everlasting condemnation, and that divine foreordination

can not be altered.  Illustrating this point, we call your attention to this statement from

The Westminster Confession of Faith: “By decree of God for the manifestation of His

glory, some men and angels are predestinated unto everlasting life, others are fore-

ordained to everlasting death.  These angels and men, thus predestinated and fore-

ordained, are particularly and unchangeably designed, and their number is so certain

and definite, that it cannot be increased or diminished.” (3:3-4).  Friend, if the preceding

statements are true, then God is a God of rank partiality!   



However, the Bible is the word of God; God’s “word is truth,” John 17:17, for

God “cannot lie,” Titus 1:2.  Hence, if the Bible says “there is no partiality with God”

(and it does, Rom. 2:11), then that statement must be accepted as fact; it leaves no room

for equivocation.  However, if we intellectually embrace the concept that “there is no

partiality with God,” then intellectual honesty demands that accept certain basic facts.  In

other words:

If God Is Impartial, Then:

1. All are recipients of the same love!  Jesus expressed it this way: “For God so

loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should

not perish, but have everlasting life,” John 3:16.

2. The same gospel is provided for all.  Regarding this point, the apostle Paul

said “I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power of God to salvation for

everyone who believes, for the Jew first and also for the Greek,” Rom. 1:16.  Peter, upon

learning that the gospel is for Gentiles as well as for Jews, exclaimed, saying “In truth I

perceive that God shows no partiality. But in every nation whoever fears Him and works

righteousness is accepted by Him,” Acts 10:34-35.  God did not provide one “gospel” for

Jews and another “gospel” for Gentiles, or different gospels for different groups of

people!

3. The same terms of pardon are required of all.  Jesus charged His apostles,

saying, “Go into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature.  He who believes

and is baptized will be saved; but he who does not believe will be condemned,” Mark

16:15-16.  From other scriptures we also learn that God has commanded “all men

everywhere to repent,” Acts 17:30, and that “with the mouth confession is made unto

salvation,” Rom. 10:9-10.  God could not be an impartial God, if He provided different

terms of pardon for different nationalities, races, ethnic groups, etc.

4. The same invitation is extended to all.  Jesus said “Come to Me, all you who

labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.  Take My yoke upon you and learn of

Me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls,” Matt.

11:28-29.  Jesus does not invite Jews and ignore Gentiles.  Jesus does not invite the

educated and ignore the uneducated.  He does not invite the rich and ignore the poor.

5. The same church was built for all.  Jesus said to Peter, “on this rock I will

build My church, and the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it,” Matt. 16:18.

According to Acts 2:47, God added the “saved to the church.”  The church Jesus built is

“His body,” of which He is the “head,” and “savior,” Eph. 1:22-23; 5:23-25.  It is in the

“one body,” or church, wherein both Jews and Gentiles are reconciled unto God, Eph.

2:16.  Jesus did not build a multiplicity of denominations, thereby authorizing some to be

members of one denomination and others to be members of a different denomination,

with the respective members heeding different formulas to become members of the

different and differing religious groups.



6. The same standard of conduct is required of all.  All are required to “live

soberly, righteously, and godly in the present age,” Titus 2:12.  The Bible makes no

mention of a higher standard of conduct for preachers, elders, Bible class teachers than

for others.

7. All face the same judgment.  Scripture says “we must all appear before the

judgment seat of Christ, that each one may receive the things done in the body, according

to what he has done, whether good or bad,” 2 Cor. 5:10.  Jesus mentioned His return, at

which time “He will sit on the throne of His glory,” and “all nations will be gathered

before Him, and He will separate them one from another, as a shepherd divides his sheep

from the goats,” Matt. 25:31-32.  A person may choose  to (or not to) read the Bible,

worship God, or obey God, but he has no choice in the coming judgment.  He will be

there, in person, giving an account of himself to the Judge of all!

8. All will be judged by the same standard.  Jesus said “He who rejects Me, and

does not receive My words, has that which judges him — the word that I have spoken will

judge him in the last day,” John 12:48.  It will not be a matter of some being judged by

the Catholic Catechism, others by the Westminster Confession of Faith, others by the

Methodist Discipline, others by the Book of Mormon, others by the Koran, etc., etc.  If

“there is no partiality with God,” Rom. 2:11, then in that last day all must be judged by

the same standard, namely the “words” of the Lord.  That being the case, lest one is

“found wanting” when “weighed” in the balances of divine judgment, He must heed the

word of the Lord, and disregard the doctrines and commandments of men.

Conclusion:  Friend, we should be so thankful that “there is no partiality with

God,” Rom. 2:11.  However, we must also be ready to embrace the necessary

implications of that divine principle.  In fact, we can not be intellectually honest, and do

otherwise!  Consider ye well!          —Bobby Witherington
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