
Practical Atheism

“The fool hath said in his heart, There is no God.   They are corrupt, they have

done abominable works, there is none that doeth good,” Psalm 14:1.

An examination of the exhaustive evidence affirming the existence of God should

surely cause an intellectually honest person to conclude that “God is,” Heb. 11:6, or that

He exists.  To illustrate this point, we could talk about the existence of the universe, the

immensity of the universe, the uniqueness of the earth in the planetary system, the

complexity of a single cell, etc., etc.  Indeed, the evidences that God exists are so

overwhelming that one would have to be a “fool” even to say “in his heart, There is no

God!”

This article, however, is not primarily intended to affirm the existence of God.  To

the contrary, we shall discuss a topic which is much more common than that of Atheism;

specifically, we are talking about “Practical Atheism.”

Theos is the Greek word for “God.”  It is the word used in John 3:16, “for God so

loved the world…”  “A” is a negative prefix, signifying “without.” “A,” attached to

“theos,” (“atheist”) is used in Eph. 2:12 where reference is made to those who were

“without God.”

“Practical” is defined as “consisting of, involving, or resulting from practice or

action.”  By “Practical Atheism,” I am referring to those who  actually  believe in the

existence of God, but who live as if God did not exist!  We could illustrate this point by

referring to two six year old boys.  Both parents of one boy are deceased; he is an orphan.

Both parents of the other boy have deserted him.  For all practical purposes, the second

boy is also an orphan.  Emotionally, he is probably even worse off — intellectually

knowing that he has biological parents, but who act as if he doesn’t even exist!  Sadly,

there are many “parents,” who are practically childless; that is, they act as if their

children do not even exist!  And, sad to say, there are many children, who actually have

loving biological parents, but  act as if their parents do not even exist.  For shame!

The difference between a genuine atheist and a practical atheist is this; at least,

the genuine atheist is not being hypocritical when he ignores God!  You see, if the “God”

described in the Bible really exists, then His very nature demands that He be the

Governor of our lives, and the Object of our affections.  But many examples can be cited

of those who intellectually believed in God’s existence, but who did not submit to His

divine rule, and who demonstrated no love whatever for Him!

Jeremiah 2:32 describes some practical atheists who were contemporary with

Jeremiah the prophet. In this verse God said “Can a maid forget her ornaments, or a

bride her attire? Yet My people have forgotten Me days without number.”  You see, they

believed in the existence of God, but they completely ignored Him!  The rich farmer in

Luke 12:16-21 thought he had it made.  He was actually talking to himself, saying “I will

pull down my barns, and build greater; and there will I bestow all my fruits and goods,

And I will say to my soul, Soul, thou hast much goods laid up for many years; take thine



ease, eat, drink, and be merry,” vs. 18-19.  He was planning his future, with no thought

whatever as to God’s will for his life.  And it was at that very moment when God said to

him, “Thou fool, this night thy soul shall be required of thee: then whose shall those

things be, which thou hast provided,” v. 20.  He was planning his life for “many years” in

the future, little realizing that he would die that very night!  It is no wonder that God

called him a “fool!”  You see, he was a practical atheist; he was living his life as if God

did not even exist.

Yes, the Bible cites many examples of people who were practical atheists —

people who believed in God, but completely ignored him.  And, sad to say, they have

many modern counterparts!  We shall now cite some current examples of:

Some Practical Atheists:

1. People who believe that God “is,” Heb. 11:6, but who neglect to pray.  The

God, Who “is,” both hears and answers prayers, Matt. 7:7-11; specifically “the effectual

fervent prayers of a righteous man,” James 5:16, who asks “according to His will,” I

John 5:14.

2. People who believe God “is,” but who live careless lives.  Paul described such

people in Titus 1:16, as those who “profess that they know God; but in works they deny

Him, being abominable and disobedient, and unto every good work reprobate.”

Multitudes are careless in spiritual concerns!  Such could even include religious people

who seek their own way in matters religious — never comparing what they hear preached

with what the Bible actually says, Acts 17:11, or even bothering to “speak as the oracles

of God,” I Peter 4:11.

3. People who believe God “is,” but neglect to worship Him.  Jesus said “the hour

cometh, and now is, when the true worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and in

truth: for the Father seeketh such to worship Him,” John 4:23.  According to Hebrews

11:6, God is a “rewarder of them that diligently seek Him.”  Involved in “diligently”

seeking God is the practice of spending much time in worship.  To deny God the worship

due Him is as great a folly as to deny His Being!  He who denies the existence of God is

an atheist to His essence; he who denies God the worship due Him is an atheist to His

honor!

4. People who believe God “is,” but refuse to obey His gospel.  The gospel of

Christ is “the power of God unto salvation,” Rom. 1:16.  Jesus is the “author of eternal

salvation unto all them that obey Him,” Heb. 5:9.  Jesus said “Not every one that saith

unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of

my Father which is in heaven,” Matt. 7:21.  Yet the world is filled with people who have

heard the gospel message countless times, but have never bothered to obey the gospel,

little realizing that when Jesus returns He will take “vengeance on them that know not

God, and that obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ,” 2 Thess. 1:8!

It is beyond me to understand how an honest  person, who recognizes that the



universe itself reflects intelligent design, could deny the existence of an intelligent

Designer.  Yet many such people do exist.  But perhaps it is even more difficult to

understand how people, who really believe in the existence of God, could live their lives

while completely ignoring God’s claim on their affections and their lives; people who

live as if God did not even exist! Yet it is a fact that practical atheists are even

greater in number than actual atheists!

Conclusion:

Dear reader, the fact that you took the time to read this article is an indication that

you believe in the existence of God.  And that is good; to be saved one must believe that

God “is,” Heb. 11:6.  However, the same verse states that He is a “rewarder of them that

diligently seek Him.”  To refuse to believe that He “is” is to be an atheist.  To refuse to

“diligently seek Him” is to be a practical atheist!  From the perspective of eternity,

wherein is the real difference?
  *****   Bobby Witherington


