
The Supreme Court Decision Versus the Bible

My, my, how times are changing!  In 1996 President Clinton signed a law

stipulating that the Federal Government will not recognize marriages between same sex

couples.  On Friday, June 26, the U.S. Supreme Court ruled that same sex couples can

marry in all 50 states. Seeking to justify their action, Justice Anthony Kennedy said of

same sex couples: “they ask for equal dignity in the eyes of the law.”  This decision has

been described as a “historic moment,” one on a par with the Supreme Court decision in

January, legalizing abortion.

President Obama described the decision which recognizes same sex marriages in

all 50 states as being “a victory for America.”  In contrast, Mike Huckabee labeled it

“judicial tyranny.”  I agree with the latter description; five Justices in black robes

completely disregarded DOMA, the “Defense of Marriage Act” which was passed by

Congress on Sept. 21, 1996 and which recognized marriage as being between a man and

a woman.  They also disregarded the laws of several states which prohibit same sex

marriage, as well as the voices of millions of sincere Americans.

Ironically, on June 30, 2015, less than a week after this infamous Supreme Court

ruling, the headlines in the Tampa Tribune contained these words: “A Puzzling Increase

in HIV cases.”  Health officials in Hillsborough County reported 272 new cases of the

human immunodeficiency virus in 2012, 347 cases in 2013, and that in 2014 the number

had “Jumped” to 445.  “From 2012 to 2014 the number of newly diagnosed HIV cases in

Florida increased by 27 percent.”  Frankly, in view of the increasing acceptance of

homosexuality in general, coupled with the promotion of same-sex marriage, I am

puzzled that  the health officials would be  puzzled by the spike in HIV cases.  It has long

been a proven fact that homosexual conduct is the leading cause for people contacting the

HIV virus. The Bible teaches a cause-effect relationship between homosexual conduct and

physical health.  In a verse describing homosexual conduct, the Bible states that such persons

receive “in themselves the penalty of their error which was due,” Rom. 1:27; that is they receive

it “in themselves” or in their own bodies “the penalty of their error.” After all, “God is not

mocked;” hence, “he who sows to the flesh will of the flesh reap corruption,” Gal. 6:7-8.

Please do not misunderstand.  I do not personally have any ought against homosexuals,

nor do I have personal ought against fornicators or adulterers.  The same Bible which condemns

the conduct of the one condemns the conduct of the other.  I Cor. 6:9-10; Rom. 1:26-27; I Tim.

1:9-10, etc.  There were many such people at Corinth, but when they learned the truth of the

gospel, they obeyed it, whereupon they were “washed,” they “were sanctified,” and they “were

justified in the name of the Lord Jesus and by the Spirit of our God,” I Cor. 6:11.  Christians must

be willing to share the gospel with any person, regardless of the errors he may have embraced or

the immoralities he may have engaged in.  After all, Jesus “by the grace of God” tasted “death

for everyone,” Heb. 2:9, and He commanded his followers to “preach the gospel to every

creature,” Mark 16:15.

However.  the command to “preach the gospel,” Mark 16:15, and the command to “love

your neighbor as yourself,” Matt. 22:39, does not mean that  we must condone their sins!  To the

contrary, our love for them should compel us to share the gospel with them, 2 Cor. 5:14, so that

they can be saved from their sins, lest they die in their sins!



Getting back (at last!)  to the title of this article, “the Supreme Court Decision Versus

the Bible,” we unequivocally affirm that this decision is diametrically opposed to the teaching of

the Bible, the word of God!

God created man in “His Own image,” Gen. 1:27.  God said “it is not good that man

should be alone; I will make a helper comparable to him,” Gen. 2:18.  From a rib taken from

Adam’s side, God created “woman” and brought “her to the man” who  said “this is now bone of

my bones and flesh of my flesh; she shall be called woman because she was taken out of man,”

Gen. 2:21-22.  God then said “therefore a man shall leave his father and be joined to his wife,

and they shall become one flesh,” Gen. 2:24.  Referring to this event, Jesus reminded His

audience that God “at the beginning” made them “male and female,” and He cautioned them,

saying, “therefore what God has joined together, let not man separate,” Matt. 19:4-6.  Later, in

verse 9, Jesus said “and I say to you, whoever divorces his wife, except for sexual immorality, and

marries another, commits adultery; and whoever marries her who is divorced commits adultery.”

The Bible, the word of God, from beginning to end, recognizes marriage as being a union

between a man and a woman.  And it is my understanding that all human history and human

cultures attest to the fact that marriage involves a man and a woman.  In fact, the human race

would have long since ceased to exist if all cohabitation only involved people of the same gender.

What I am trying to say is this:  the Supreme Court Decision is anti-Bible, it is anti-

family, and it is contrary to the well-being of society itself.  Many studies have concluded that

homosexual behavior makes both men and women more vulnerable to disease, and it generally

decreases their lifespan.  In all probability, this decision will also have an adverse effect on

Democracy itself, as more and more businesses will be forced to accommodate the homosexual

lifestyle.  Preachers will likely be encouraged to perform same-sex marriages, or suffer the legal

consequences for refusing to accommodate such immorality.  Local churches, in time, may lose

their tax exempt status, and “Christian colleges” may be forced by law to enroll same-sex

couples, or else cease to exist.  In view of these discouraging probabilities, what should we do?

1. We must remember that the Supreme Court is not God. God is sovereign! He is

still the supreme ruler of the universe. Nebuchadnezzar learned, the hard way, that “the most High

rules in the kingdom of men,” Dan. 4:25.  No ruling of man can be allowed to counteract the law

of God!

2. We should pray for “all that are in authority, that we may lead a quiet and

peaceable life in all godliness and reverence,” I Tim. 2:2.  Men make bad laws, but bad laws can

be changed.

3. We must (as already stated) love all men, Matt. 22:39, and this includes those whose

conduct is such that we despise.  It is possible to love sinners, while hating sin!  God does that all

the time!  John 3:16; Heb. 1:9. And He has commanded us to “abhor what is evil,” and “cling to

what is good,” Rom. 12:9.

4. We must share the gospel with the lost, 2 Tim. 2:2, and includes all people because

“all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,” Rom. 3:23.  Many people caught up in gross

immorality are easier to reach with the gospel than self-righteous souls who cannot be convinced

that they are lost.

5. We must be prepared to be “persecuted for righteousness’ sake,” Matt. 5:11.

Countless souls in the first century were burned at the stake, or died in other ways too horrendous

to describe because they committed the “crime” of confessing Jesus Christ as the Son of God.



Perhaps we in America have had it too easy for too long; our concept of suffering is having to

endure a sermon which goes five minutes “overtime,” hence, we have gotten soft, lazy, and

spoiled.  Perhaps the Supreme Court Decision, and its ultimate aftermath, will awaken us to the

“devices” of Satan, 2 Cor. 2:11, and create within us a greater desire to “be strong in the Lord

and in the power of His might,” Eph. 6:10.

Conclusion:  It is easy to become discouraged, and even cynical, when our nation’s

leaders, and judges, make evil decisions which may adversely affect our lives.  But don’t allow

that to happen!  God’s people have always suffered persecution.  Why should it be any different

for us?  So let us spare ourselves the pity parties, get our heads back into the Bible, spend much

time in fervent prayer, live the “Christian life,” love all sinners, hate all sin, spread the word, live

joyfully, and look forward with warm anticipation to gaining entrance into that heavenly city,

which is devoid of all sin, and blessed with the glorious presence of God!  

—Bobby Witherington
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