Sermon outline by Marc W. Gibson

WHEN DISASTER STRIKES

Introduction
1) Acts 27:10 – “I perceive that this voyage will end with disaster and much loss”


a) Disaster = a great misfortune; a catastrophe

b) Tragedy = event causing great suffering, destruction, and distress

2) People naturally wonder why such things happen; some speculate about God’s role
3) Luke 13:1-5 – Jesus commented on two tragedies that had taken place

a) Jesus states that we should not be quick to assume divine judgment; God’s bestowal of physical blessings on the wicked do not indicate His approval (Matt. 5:45; Psa. 73:3, 12)
I) Why These Things Happen

A) Divine Acts of Judgment (Jeremiah 18:11; Daniel 9:14)



1) Flood (Gen. 6:13)




2) Sodom and Gomorrah (Gen. 19:24)



3) Plagues on Egypt (Ex. 3:19-20; 9:14)




4) Israel in the Wilderness (Num. 16:31-35; 21:6)




5) Drought (1 Kgs. 17:1)

B) Natural Disasters (Amos 1:1)


1) Most natural disasters happen in the regular working of the laws of nature God set in motion in this sin-cursed world that are not a result of His direct intervention



a) Being without direct revelation, and considering what Jesus taught, we should not immediately assume divine judgment as a reason for modern disasters and tragedies


C) Actions of Evil Men (Micah 2:1-2)


1) Always will be wicked people and governments who cause suffering for others




a) Pilate’s murder of some Galileans (Lk. 13:1); Roman government (Rev. 17:5-6)




b) Terrorism, wars, rebellions, riots – people die as victims of the anger and wrath of men



c) Drunkenness, drug dealers, theft, pedophiles, abortionists, etc.


D) Matters of Coincidence (Luke 10:31)


1) Accident, coincidence, and happenstance (Eccl. 9:11); not planned or anticipated


2) Must be careful to avoid attributing events to “cosmic justice” or “karma” (godless “forces”)

E) Reckless Behavior (Proverbs 6:27-29, 32-34)


1) Negligence/recklessness – immorality, unnecessary risks, lack of alertness, bad construction


2) The tower collapse (Lk. 13:4) may have been due to coincidence and/or negligence



3) Bad, reckless choices can have serious physical and spiritual consequences

II) Lessons to Understand in Times of Disaster

A) Life is Uncertain (James 4:13-14)


1) We can make plans, but conditions can change in a moment – be watchful (Eph. 5:15-17)


2) Earthly possessions are uncertain – they come and go – seek eternal things (1 Tim. 6:17-19)

B) Obedience to God is the Priority (Luke 13:3, 5)



1) Repentance of sin is very important – we must turn from disobedience to obedience

C) God will Ultimately Judge Us (Acts 17:30-31)


1) Unrepentant sinners will be lost, no matter their earthly circumstances (Lk. 16:19, 23)


2) Faithful believers will be saved, no matter their earthly circumstances (Lk. 16:20-22, 25)


3) We need to be spiritually prepared at all times for the final judgment (2 Cor. 5:10)
Conclusion

Bad things will happen to good people. Instead of wondering what God had to do with a particular disaster (which we cannot know for sure), we would do better to consider what we can learn about our own spiritual strengths and weaknesses (which we can know for sure). Life is short and passes quickly – let us always be prepared for death, to stand in judgment, and to enter eternal life!
