Sermon outline by Marc W. Gibson

A FAITHFUL LIFE IN BABYLON
Introduction
1) Daniel 9:3-19 – the penitent prayer of Daniel the prophet to the Lord God

a) His confession of sin for himself and the children of Israel in Babylonian captivity
2) Daniel prays because of what he learns from reading the prophesies of Jeremiah (vv. 1-2)
a) The time of captivity would be seventy years (Jer. 25:9-12; 29:10)
b) Then they would pray to God in repentance (Jer. 29:11-13; Lev. 26:40-45)
c) After which God would bring His people out of captivity (Lev. 26:42, 45; Jer. 29:14)

3) A culmination of a lifetime of faith while living in captivity in a foreign land

a) We can learn and be encouraged by observing the faith of Daniel throughout his life
I) A Firm Stand for Godliness in the Early Years

A) Daniel and others were taken into captivity to Babylon during king Nebuchadnezzar’s first deportation of Judean captives (605 BC – Dan. 1:1-5; 2 Kgs. 24:1; 2 Chron. 36:6-7)

B) Daniel steadfastly resists the king’s food that would defile him (Dan. 1:8-9, 17)


1) Young people can have firm convictions and a strong conscience about right and wrong


2) Young people can resist peer pressure and make godly decisions (Eccl. 12:1)

C) Daniel lived throughout the rest of the Babylonian empire in captivity (Dan. 1:21)


1) We can remain faithful to God in whatever situation we find ourselves, good or bad
II) A Continuing Life of Courage and Trust in God

A) Trusted God to reveal the dream of king Nebuchadnezzar to him (Dan. 2:16-23, 26-30)

B) Daniel’s three friends trusted God with their lives when refusing to bow to king Nebuchadnezzar’s image of gold (Dan. 3:14-18)



1) Being faithful together encouraged Daniel and his fellow Jewish captives



2) Our faith in standing firm for God and truth is a good example to our brethren


C) Daniel warns king Nebuchadnezzar about his second dream (Dan. 4:24-25)
III) Remaining Strong and Faithful in the Later Years

A) Daniel rebuked and warned king Belshazzar about the handwriting on the wall the night Babylon fell (Dan. 5:22-28)

B) Daniel did not alter his faithfulness to avoid death in the den of lions (Dan. 6:5-10)

C) Being faithful to God until death is the goal of the faithful (Dan. 6:28; Rev. 2:10; 14:13)
Conclusion

Daniel is called “greatly beloved” of God (Dan. 9:20-23). What a wonderful tribute to this great prophet who lived nearly an entire lifetime in a foreign land, and most of that in captivity. He was faithful from the very beginning and did not cast away his confidence and trust in God. May his example help us to live faithful to God today in the midst of the “Babylons” of this earth.
