
Dead to Self, Alive To God

“For I through the law died to the law that I might live to God  I have been

crucified with Christ: it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I

now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, Who loved me and gave Himself for

me,” Gal. 2:19-20.

The above scriptures were penned by the apostle Paul in his letter to “the

churches of Galatia,” Gal. 1:1-2.  Before examining these verses, we pose this question:

“Why was the apostle Paul so determined to proclaim the gospel of Christ throughout the

Roman Empire — and to do so in spite of the dangers, difficulties, and obstacles which

stood in his way?”  We further ask, why did he  seek to be in the company of Christians

as often as possible, even to the point of delaying his travel plans in order to assemble

with Christians to worship God?  Why did the apostle Paul so willingly suffer a martyr’s

death rather than cease living for Christ and to cease sounding forth the gospel of Christ?

We suggest that these questions all have the same answer; namely this: Paul had

died to self and he was alive to God!Moreover, we also state that he admonished us to

follow his example!  Note I Cor. 11:1: “Imitate me, just as I also imitate Christ.”  Also

Phil. 4:9 in which this same apostle admonished, saying, “The things which you learned

and received and heard and saw in me, these do, and the God of peace will be with you.”

Hence, this article is not so much about the apostle Paul; it is primarily about us and the

changes we must make in order to really live for Christ.

First, please note that Paul said that “I...died to the law that I might live to God..”

He further stated that “I have been crucified with Christ,” and he then alluded to “the life

which I now live,” stating that “I live by faith in the Son of God, Who loved me and gave

Himself for me,” Gal. 2:19-20.  From these verses we discover that our being dead to self

and alive to God begins with an acknowledgement of two very important facts: (1) The Son

of God “loved me,” and (2) He “gave Himself for me,” Gal. 2:20!  Both of these statements,

seriously pondered, boggle the mind!  We now look at them separately.

1. “The Son of God...loved me,” Gal. 2:20!  “The Son of God” is the Person in the

“Godhead” who created the universe!  Note John 1:1-3: “In the beginning was the Word, and the

Word was with God, and the Word was God.  He was in the beginning with God.  All things were

made by Him, and without Him nothing was made.”  Skipping down to verse 14 we discover that

“the Word became flesh and dwelt among us…”  “The Word which became flesh and dwelt

among us,” was none other than Jesus Christ, the One “through Whom” God the Father “made

the worlds,” Heb. 1:1-2.  Consider “the worlds,” consider this vast universe, consider what is

comprehended in “all things” which were “made by Him,” and then reflect upon the fact that “He

loved me,” that He loved you (notwithstanding and multitude and the magnitude of our sins), and

let that thought “soak in” as it reflects your thought processes.  Of course, this is not to take away

from the fact that God (the Father) “so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son…,”

John 3:16.  Yes, God (the Father) “so loved the world” to that great extent, but God’s love for

“the world” (of people) also reflects the fact that Jesus “loved me,” Gal. 2:20). 2. “And gave

Himself for me,” Gal. 2:20!  The One Who created “all things,” the One Who is “the express

image of His Person,” the One who “upholds all things by the word of His power,” the One Who

is now seated “at the right hand of the Majesty on High,” Heb 1:2-3 — He “gave Himself for

me!!!  It is not that Jesus was powerless to resist Judas and the mob which apprehended Him;



after all,  He could summoned “more than twelve legions of angels” to His rescue, Matt. 26:53.

Nonetheless, He “gave Himself for me!”  The fact that He “gave Himself” to die on the cross

means that it was voluntary.  The fact that He “gave Himself for me” means that He died in my

stead, that He died in my behalf.  In short, Jesus died for me so that I might become dead to sin

and alive to God.  Indeed, “all have sinned,” Rom. 3:23, and “the wages of sin is death,” Rom.

6:23, and my sins were so grievous that God could not be both a “just” God and a “justifying”

God, Rom. 3:23-26, and grant me pardon without there being a propitiatory sacrifice sufficient to

meet the demands of divine justice.  And that took nothing less than the sacrificial death of His

“only begotten Son,” John 3:16!  Yes, Jesus “gave Himself for me,” and for you! Jesus died for

me so that I could become dead to self and alive to God!  However, becoming dead to self and

alive to God demands two very important items — (1) that “I be crucified with Christ,” and (2)

that I allow Christ to live in me!  We now discuss each of these items separately.

1. That I be crucified with Christ. In short, the “old man” of sin must be “crucified

with” Christ so that “the body of sin might be done away…” Rom. 6:6.  Genuine repentance,

wherein one turns from a life of sin and starts living for God is certainly a necessary factor in this

process, Acts 2:38; 17:30.  However, the moment when this takes place is when we as  penitent

believers are “baptized into” the death of Christ, at which time we being “buried with Him

through baptism into death,” rise from that watery grave to “walk in newness of life,” Rom. 6:3-4.

At this point you may therefore reckon yourself “to be dead indeed to sin, but alive to God in

Christ Jesus our Lord,” Rom. 6:11.  Being thus “dead...to sin,” forbids you to “let sin reign in

your mortal body, that you should obey it in its lusts,” Rom. 6:12.  To the contrary, you must

present yourself “to God as being alive from the dead and your members (the members of your

body, BW) as instruments of righteousness to God,” Rom. 6:13.

2. That I allow Christ to live in me.  Note again our opening text, “I have been

crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me…” Gal. 2:20. This means

that the will of the “I” (my will) must submit to the will of Christ, it demands that I endeavor to

be “conformed to the image of” Jesus Christ, Rom. 8:29, and this is no small undertaking!

Returning to our text, Gal. 2:19-20, we suggest that being thus “dead to self and alive to

God” results in two very important  things, namely:

1. “...I now live in the flesh…,” Gal. 2:20.  Properly understood, the follower of Christ is

the one who is really alive.  Those who are outside of Christ are spiritually “dead in trespasses

and sins,” Eph. 2:1.  Properly understood, a Christian is one who was dead (in sins), and is now

alive (in Christ).

2. “I live by faith in the Son of God, Who loved me and gave Himself for me,” Gal. 2:20.

Elsewhere we learn that “faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God,” Rom. 10:17.

Yes, I must “live by faith,” and, yes, I “walk by faith,” 2 Cor. 5:7, and in order to do so I must

make sure that what I believe and practice religiously, and the manner of life I live in the

everyday world must conform to the divine standard, which is the word of God, the very source

from which “faith comes!”

Conclusion:  When one becomes “dead to self and alive to God,” he is able to say “no”

to the world, and “yes” to God, he will delight in the study of God’s word, he will delight in the

worship of God, and he will be willing to spend and be spent in furthering His cause.  A question

every accountable being should ask himself, or herself, is this: “Am I dead to self, and alive

God?”

                       **** —Bobby Witherington


