
Erring and Backsliding Members

The Bible clearly teaches that Christians backslide (i.e. they go backward instead of

forward in their spiritual lives).  Satan does not give up on a person when he becomes a

Christian.  If anything, he becomes more intent on destroying him.  He is the “adversary” of

children of God and, “as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour,” I Pet. 5:8.

Therefore, Paul warned Christians against failing.  “Wherefore let him that thinketh he standeth

take heed lest he fall,” I Cor. 10:12.  And in the case of some Christians in Galatia, he said, “Ye

are fallen from grace,” Gal. 5:4.

A terrible fate awaits the child of God who errs from the truth and does not repent of his

sins.  “For if after they have escaped the pollutions of the world through the knowledge of the

Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, they are again entangled therein, and overcome, the latter end is

worse with them than the beginning.  For it had been better for them not to have known the way

of righteousness, than, after they have known it, to turn from the holy commandment delivered

unto them,” 2 Pet. 2:20-22.  An erring child of God who persists in sin is under sentence of death.

“For if we sin willfully after that we have received the knowledge of the truth, there remaineth no

more sacrifice for sins.  But a certain fearful looking for of judgment and fiery indignation, which

shall devour the adversaries,” Heb. 10:26-27.

Our Duty Toward The Erring Brother

The New Testament makes it clear that Christians are their brother’s keepers.  We have a

responsibility to lovingly exhort an erring brother back to the Lord.  “Brethren, if a man be

overtaken in a fault, ye which are spiritual, restore such an one in the spirit of meekness;

considering thyself lest thou also be tempted,” Gal. 6:1.

We are obligated by love to be observant to the needs of our brethren.  “Look not every

man on his own things, but every man also on the things of others,” Phil. 2:4.  Now this does not

mean that we ought to be nosy  or that we have the right to pry into people’s lives.  But it does

mean that when some open and clear signal of weakness is detected in the life of a brother we

should not ignore that signal.  We must be ready to render immediate aid.

We must pray for such a person.  We cannot, of course, pray for God to forgive their

unfaithfulness until such time as they actually repent.  But we can and should pray that God will

help us to bring them to repentance.  We can pray that they may be spared further temptations

which might cause them to become even more deeply involved in sin.  If we have the love we

should have for such people, we cannot refrain from such prayer.

We must actually go to the backslider and appeal to him to come back to the Lord.  Now

there is a right way and a wrong way to make this approach.  One must never go to such a person

with a self-righteous spirit of the ancient Pharisees lest he repulse and drive away the one he

intended to reclaim. Instead, he must be humble, sincere and loving.  He must discuss the

person’s problem in the strictest confidence.  He must do whatever is within his power to advise

the backslider from the Word of God and help him reestablish a right relationship with Christ and

the church.

What The Erring One Must Do

After one has done all he can to reclaim a brother, the one who has erred from the truth

must himself make the final decisive move which will secure his cleansing from sin and restore

him to a  place of security within the grace of God.  What he must do is illustrated in the Parable



of the Prodigal Son; “And when he came to himself, he said, How many hired servants of my

Father’s have bread enough to spare and I perish with hunger!  I will arise and go to my father,

and will say unto him, Father I have sinned against heaven and before thee.  And am no more

worthy to be called thy son: make me as one of thy hired servants.  And he arose, and came to

his father,” Luke 15:17-20.

The erring Christian must “come to himself.”  He must admit his lost and unhappy plight.

He must yearn for home and his Heavenly Father.  He must repent of having sinned against the

Father.  This one must turn around and come back to the truth.

He must resolve to go back to the Father.  No more “well, I know what I should do

but...type of hesitation and good intentions can replace the actual return home.  He must go back

to the place he left, the place where the Father is, the church.  He cannot stay away from the

church and be in fellowship with the Father, for the church is the family of God, I Tim. 3:15.

He must confess his sins and ask for forgiveness.  No excuses, rationalization or attempts

at justifying what has happened, by saying, “If I have sinned I ask to be forgiven.”  The

prodigal son said, “Father I have sinned against heaven, and in thy sight, and am no more worthy

to be called thy son,” Luke 15:21.  This is the only appropriate sentiment for one who has run

away from home and is coming back in penitence.

A warning should be sounded against what might be called “slipping through the back

door.”  Just imagine, if you can, a man leaving his wife and children and then, three years later,

coming home without a word of explanation, confession or apology.  He just comes in one

afternoon with an evening paper, sits down in his old easy chair, eats dinner with his wife and

watches TV with the children until bedtime.  Does it happen like this in human families?  Of

course not, and it cannot be done this way in the family of God.

Some brethren abandon the Lord for long periods of time, finally realize how wrong they

are, they become disturbed over their lost condition, begin attending services again, remain

faithful in attendance and finally take an active part in leading worship and work of the

congregation.  No confession of sin has been made.  Their sin, although it may be forgotten by

brethren, has not been forgiven by God.  The Scripture is clear: “If we confess our sins, He is

faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness,” I John 1:9.

Sin places one in an unrighteous state; hence, darkness.  The only way to get back into the path of

righteousness is to be cleansed from sin.  To be cleansed from sin, man must confess that he has

sinned.

The Lord is deeply concerned about His backsliding children.  Note His concern for

Israel: “Go and proclaim these words toward the north and say, Return, thou backsliding Israel

saith the Lord; and I will not cause mine anger to fall upon you; for I am merciful saith the Lord,

and I will not keep anger forever,” Jer. 3:12.  He is always anxious to have the backsliders return

that He may pardon them.  “Return, ye backsliding children and I will heal your backsliding,”

Jer. 3:22.

If you are a backsliding brother or sister, won’t you let the word of God touch your heart?

May it cause you to say as did the prodigal son, “I will arise and go to my Father, and will say

unto him, Father I have sinned against heaven and before thee,” Luke 15:18.  If you are willing

to turn from your unfaithfulness by repentance and bearing fruits of repentance, God is willing to

forgive.  “I will heal their backsliding, I will love them freely: for mine anger is turned away from

him,” Hos. 14:4.  To restore the erring brother is to save a soul from death, because the one in

error is going the way that leads to spiritual death, Jas. 5:19-20.



Won’t you consider the consequences of your present course?  “Thine own wickedness

shall correct thee, and thy backsliding shall reprove thee: know therefore and see that it is an evil

thing and bitter, that thou hast forsaken the Lord thy God, and that my fear is not in thee, saith

the Lord God of hosts,” Jer. 2:19.  If you are headed in this direction, come back.  Make

correction.  “It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God,” Heb. 10:31.  Let us

resolve to live a godly and faithful Christian life. Let us live so as to be able to say: “But we are

not of them who draw back unto perdition; but of them that believe to the saving of the soul,”

Heb. 10:39.  Let us work diligently to reclaim those brethren who have erred from the truth so as

to save their souls.
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