
Interpreting the Constitution

and the Bible

President Trump has nominated Neil Gorsuch to the Supreme Court.  If confirmed by the

Senate, he will succeed Justice Antonin Scalia who passed from this life on Feb. 13, 2016.  Not

surprisingly, the U.S. Senate is greatly divided on this issue.  Modern “progressives” declare that

Judge Gorsuch is not in sync with today’s evolving social consensus.  For example, Judge

Gorsuch has been described by those who know him best as an “originalist”  who believes “the

Constitution and laws should be interpreted with respect for the meaning that the words had to the

people who voted for them at the time.”  This position makes him a Judicial conservative.  In

contrast, a Judicial liberal believes “the Constitution and laws should be interpreted more flexibly

to adapt to changing circumstances.”

Of course, differences on how the Constitution should be interpreted are nothing new.

Over 200 years ago a major difference arose between Alexander Hamilton and Thomas Jefferson.

Hamilton insisted that the Government should establish a national bank, whereas Thomas

Jefferson, the Secretary of State, objected, saying they could not establish a national bank because

there was no provision in the Constitution for such.  In contrast, Mr. Hamilton said “there is

nothing in the Constitution prohibiting the establishment of a national bank.”  Their contrasting

ideas laid the foundation for the two great political parties, known then as the Federalists and the

Anti-federalists.  In time, Mr. Hamilton’s party became known as “loose constructionists,” and

those of Mr. Jefferson’s party were known as “strict constructionists.”  Jefferson believed that we

should be governed by what was “written” in the Constitution, whereas Mr. Hamilton believed

they were at liberty to engage in any activities which were not specifically forbidden by the

Constitution.

So the political theater continues! Some believe we should be governed by what is

written in the Constitution.  Others believe we can do anything not strictly forbidden by the

Constitution.  Sadly, the numbers of the latter group seems to be ever increasing.  Consequently,

in recent years the U.S. Supreme Court has often gone beyond its legitimate role of interpreting

the law to that of engaging in judicial activism.  Examples of this can be seen in the 1973 Roe V

Wade decision legalizing abortion, or the deliberate murder of unborn, unwanted babies!  Now

our government is in the business of granting “rights” to every fringe group in society, whether it

be “gay rights,” or issues affecting lesbians, bi-sexuals, transgenders, “same sex marriage,” and

whatever else enters depraved minds. All of this is supposedly justified on the unproven

assumption that the Constitution should be viewed as a “living document” that may be changed to

go along with the times so as to allow for “rights” and freedoms which were not in the minds of

its original framers.  This attitude is shared by many, whether we are referring to decisions made

by the Supreme Court of the U.S., or by the Supreme Courts of various states.  And this is

resulting in moral decline, as well as social anarchy all across the land!

Making Application of the Preceding:

There are millions of Americans who sincerely believe that citizens of the U.S. should

follow the Constitution as it was written, and not as many would prefer it to say.  But alas!  As it

relates to the Bible, God’s inspired, infallible “Constitution” which will judge us in that last day,

John 12:48, many believe it should be “interpreted” so as to go along with their own personal

wishes!

The Fact is clear:  God is not pleased when people pervert His word in any matter!  For

example, Abel pleased God when he, “by faith” offered “a more excellent sacrifice than Cain,”



Heb. 11:4; cf. Gen. 4:3-5.  Remember: both Cain and Abel offered sacrifices to God.  God

rejected the one and was pleased with the other.  The difference?  Abel offered “by faith,” but

scriptures also says that “faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God,” Rom. 10:17.

Hence, if Abel offered “by faith,” he did what God commanded.  The necessary inference is that

Cain did not follow God’s directions; he offered something other than what God had authorized.

God gave a pattern to Noah for building the ark, Gen. 6:14-16, and Noah did “according to all

that God commanded him,” Gen. 6:22.  Hence, “by faith,” Noah “moved with godly fear,

prepared an ark for the saving of his household,” Heb. 11:7.  What do you think would have

happened to the human family if Noah had made changes in God’s divine building instructions?

Moses and the Israelites were commanded to build the tabernacle and its furnishings according to

“the pattern” God gave him, Ex. 25:9, and the divine record reveals that they “did according to

all that the Lord commanded…,” Ex. 40:16.

Today we must follow the New Testament, of which Jesus is “the mediator,” Heb. 9:15-

17.  We are forbidden to “pervert the gospel of Christ,” Gal. 1:7-8, go “beyond” the word of God,

2 John 9, or to “add to” or “take away from” the word of God, Rev. 22:18-19.  Scripture informs

us that anyone who would take “away from” the word of God will have his name taken from the

book of life, Rev. 22:19, and  that those whose names are not written in the book of life will be

“cast into the lake of fire,” Rev. 20:15!

The “bottom line” is this: From the very beginning, those who disregarded the word of

God, and did that which was divinely unauthorized invariably suffered the dire consequences.

However, in modern times religionists insist on doing things their way instead of God’s way.

They change the “mode” of baptism to include sprinkling and pouring. They try to justify

instrumental music in worship on the basis of “where does the Bible forbid it,” instead of asking

“what did God say on this subject.” Countless people wear religious names nowhere mentioned

in the Bible.  The religious world is awash with human creeds, catechisms, church disciplines,

and  manuals  which supplant the word of God, all of which promote the very division God so

clearly condemns, I Cor. 1:10-13.  Churches, including some which claim to be “of Christ,” are

caught up in every imaginable activity, except that which God has authorized.  The reason?

Multitudes are treating the Bible the same way “loose constructionist” judges are interpreting the

Constitution!  Beloved, let us return to the Bible!


