
Three Thousand Conversions!

On the day of Pentecost, the apostles, clothed with the Spirit of God, preached the

first gospel sermon to the multitude that had gathered together in Jerusalem.  The record

of this sermon is found in Acts 2:22-41.  About the sermon and the results that followed

we observe several important items:

1. The apostles preached the gospel of Jesus Christ.  We know this is so because

they were obeying the Lord’s previous injunction to “go into all the world and preach

the gospel to every creature…,” Mark 16:15.

2. The fundamental facts of the gospel preached consisted of the death, burial, and

resurrection of Jesus Christ (vs. 23-33).  This harmonizes with Paul’s description of the

“gospel” in his letter to the church at Corinth.  Cf. I Cor. 15:1-4.  Note:  They did not

preach opinions, relate personal experiences, or tell death-bed stories.

3. As a result of the message proclaimed the hearers were “cut to the heart, and

said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, ‘Men and brethren, what shall we do?’” (v. 37).

The fact that they were “cut to the heart” necessarily infers that they believed what Peter

had said about Jesus Christ, as well as the terrible sins of which they were charged as

being guilty.  They would not have been “cut to the heart” if they had not believed.

Hence, they had faith, but faith only, and they wanted to know “what shall we do” — that

is, “what shall we do” in order to be forgiven, or saved.  Apparently, to them, “faith

only” was not a “Most wholesome” doctrine, nor was it very “full of comfort,” in contrast

to what we can read today in different religious creed books.

4.  In answer to their question, Peter did not say: “come to the altar and pray

through,” “relate your ‘experience of grace’ and let us vote on your candidacy,” “sign a

card,” “hold up your hands,” “just accept Jesus Christ as your personal Savior,” or “pray

the sinner’s prayer.”  Nor did he say that “you believe, so you are already saved.”  Peter

did say “Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the

remission of sins” (v. 38).  They were  not baptized because “God for Christ’s sake” had

already “pardoned” their sins.  Their sins had not been pardoned when they were told to

be “baptized for the remission of sins,” nor has any alien sinner since that time been

pardoned before being scripturally baptized!

5. “Three thousand souls” who “gladly received his word were baptized,” v. 41.

Never, in the Bible, do we read of one being baptized before having “received his word.”

For this reason, we know that “baby baptism” is contrary to God’s plan.  Also inasmuch

as baptism is “for the remission of sins,” Acts 2:38, and inasmuch as babies are innocent

before God, Matt. 19:14; 18:4, then they are not fit candidates for baptism.  In infancy,

before having ever committed one sin, infants are innocent; they do not need forgiveness!

6. “...the Lord added to the church daily such as should be saved,” v. 47.  Note:

(a) Baptism is “for the remission of sins,” (b) Being “saved” is tantamount to receiving



“the remission of sins,” (c) Therefore, baptism is essential both to salvation and

membership in Christ’s body, the church. Cf. Gal. 3:27; I Cor. 12:13.

7. “...the Lord added” the “saved” to the church,” v. 47.  They did not “join the

church.”  They simply obeyed the fundamental requirements of the gospel, and the Lord

“added” them to His church.

8. Briefly, we point out that they heard the gospel proclaimed, believed,

repented, were baptized, and “added to the church.”  They constituted “the saved.”

Kind reader, if your preacher preached something different and told you to do

something different in order to be saved, you should know that he is not a gospel preacher,

your sins have not been remitted, and the Lord didn’t add you to His church.  However, thanks to

the grace of God, and the power of the gospel, You can become  today what they became then —

but only if you obey the same gospel that they obeyed then, and in the same way.

We plead with you to seriously consider these thoughts in the light of God’s word, cf.

Acts 17:11.  We only pass this way but one time, so it behooves us to follow the Lord’s directions

now.  It is much better to “be safe than sorry!”

                ***  —Bobby Witherington


