
“No Respecter of Persons”

“Then Peter opened his mouth, and said, of a truth I perceive that God is no

respecter of persons: But in every nation he that feareth Him, and worketh righteousness,

is accepted with Him,” Acts 10:34-35.

These words were spoken by Peter  following his arrival in Caesarea where God

had summoned him to preach the gospel to Cornelius and his Gentile household.

Heretofore, the Gospel had been preached to Jews.  There has to be a beginning place for

all things, including preaching the Gospel.  God’s plan regarding the first to hear the

Gospel preached was truly a case of “to the Jew first, and also to the Greek.” cf. Rom.

1:16; Acts 1:8.  Jesus did not die for the Jews only; rather He tasted death “for everyone,”

Heb. 2:9. Therefore, inasmuch as the gospel is based upon Christ’s death, and His

subsequent burial, and resurrection (I Cor. 15:1-4), the preaching of the Gospel is an

“into all the world” responsibility, Mark 16:15.  Peter, a Jew, having been made keenly

aware of this truth, said to Cornelius, a Gentile, “God is no respecter of persons.”  This

means that Gentiles can be saved even as can Jews, and on the same terms.  Thank God!

Christ has “broken down the middle war of partition;” hence, both Jews and Gentiles can

be “reconciled unto God in one body,” the church, thereby becoming “fellow citizens with

the saints, and of the household of God,” Eph. 2:14,16,19.

What This Means to “Alien Sinners”

A sinner is one who has violated God’s law; sin being “the transgression of the

law,” I John 3:4.  An alien sinner is a sinner who has not acquired citizenship in the

kingdom of God.  Having sinned, but  having never obeyed the Gospel, his condition

before God is described “having no hope,” and being “without God in the world,” Eph.

2:12.  “No hope!”  “Without God in the world!”  How tragic!  However, he does not

have to remain in that condition because “he that feareth him, and worketh

righteousness, is accepted with Him,” Acts 10:35.  The fear herein under consideration is

that reverential fear of God, mingled with love for God, which effects a desire within

man to please God, and a dread of displeasing Him.  “Righteousness” is defined as “the

character or quality of being right or just,” Expository Dictionary of New Testament

Words, by W.E. Vine.  Hence to work righteousness is to obey those commands upon

which justification, or righteousness, is based; namely to believe in Jesus Christ as God’s

Son, to repent of one’s sins, to confess this faith before men, and to be buried in the

waters of baptism “for the remission of sins,” Mark 16:16 Acts 2:38; Rom. 10:10; Rom.

6:3,4.  Upon so doing, one is “accepted with Him,” Acts 10:35.   This is the same plan for

every “alien sinner,” God being “no respecter of persons.”

What This Means to Children of God

Children of God, members of the church, are commanded to “be thou faithful unto

death,” Rev. 2:10.  The command to “work out your own salvation with fear and

trembling,” Phil.2:12, was written to Christians.  Christians must always abound “in the

work of the Lord,” I Cor. 15:58 — not “alien sinners,” who are not  yet “in the Lord!”

When one becomes a Christian, his relationship with God has changed, but the nature



of God remains the same.  Therefore, if fearing God and working righteousness (obeying

His commands) are essential to becoming such as could be “accepted with Him,” then

fearing God and obeying the commands given to Christians is essential to remaining

such as may be “accepted with Him!”

Herein, we see the inconsistency of many members of the church. With one

accord, they will insist that in order to become a Christian all must believe and obey the

same truths, because “God is no respecter of persons.”  However, at this point many

cease to believe that “God is no respecter of persons,” and thus decide that they can

remain Christians by doing less than what God requires of Christians.  They appear to

believe that others must be faithful, but with themselves — well, somehow it is different.

They convince themselves that, regarding themselves, God understands.  That’s just it;

He does!  He is still “no respecter of persons.”

Friend, if you are an “alien sinner,” you must obey the same commands which

were obeyed by the first persons who became Christians nearly 2000 years ago.  On the

other hand, if you are a member of the church, you must still do God’s will and “walk by

the same rule,” Phil. 3:16, which regulates every other Christian’s course of conduct.

After all, “God is no respecter of persons.”  Let us never forget this vital and

fundamental truth!

            *** —Bobby Witherington


