
Replying To a Reply

In the July 10, 2016 issue of this paper I published an answer to a question submitted to

me by way of e-mail.  The question was worded thusly:  “Since you include baptism in salvation,

do you consider it a work of righteousness?”  In my reply, among other statements, I urged my

correspondent to consider Mark 16:16 wherein Jesus said, “He who believes and is baptized shall

be saved,” and then I requested the person to fill in the blanks between “He” and “shall be

baptized,” and that by so doing he would be able to discern what Jesus said about the topic.  With

reference to the above, we again note that Jesus said: “He who believes and is baptized shall be

saved.”  Between the “He” and “shall be baptized” are the words “who believes and is baptized.”

In replying to my statements as cited in the above paragraph, my much appreciated

correspondent submitted three main arguments to which I now reply.  Regarding Mark 16:16, my

correspondent said “If this verse had said, ‘He that believeth and is not baptized is not saved,’

then this would be a strong argument for those holding to baptismal regeneration.  But it doesn’t

say this.” Just before his final paragraph, my friend said this: “One thing we know for sure! Water

baptism has never saved an unbeliever.  Those who do not believe will die in their sins (John

8:24).”  And in his final paragraph he said:  “Faith is essential for salvation.  Water baptism is

essential for obedience because as a believer I must be careful to observe to do all things

whatsoever Christ has commanded men to do (Matt. 28:19-20), and water baptism is one of the

first things He told me to do.  However, the water did not save me, Christ did (Matt. 1:21)!”

With regards to the first statement, “If this verse had said, ‘He that believeth and is not

baptized is not saved,’ then this would be a strong argument for those holding to baptismal

regeneration.”  In reply I would urge my friend to take note of the fact that in this verse two

things are stated which are necessary for salvation, namely belief and baptism, whereas one

thing, unbelief, is all it takes to be lost.  Of course, there are other verses which stresses additional

items (such as repentance, Acts 17:30, and a confession of faith, Rom. 10:9-10).  My friend

makes the mistake of concluding that faith is all that is necessary in order to obtain salvation.   He

is obviously overlooking, or ignoring, James 2:24 wherein the one time in all the Bible where the

words “faith only” appear together, the inspired writing stressed that justification is “not by faith

only!”

But let us revisit  my correspondent’s statement with regards to Mark 16:16.  He said “if

this verse had said, ‘He that believeth and is not baptized is not saved,’ then this would be a

strong argument for those holding to baptismal regeneration.’”  Think about this for a moment.

It would have been highly redundant if Jesus had said “he that believeth and is not baptized is not

saved.” Jesus had already stated who is saved, namely “he that believeth and is baptized.”  That

the believer who is “not baptized” is  “not saved” is necessarily inferred in the first part of the

verse in which Jesus said “He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved.”  But let us analyze

the statement even more closely.  You will note that the words “he that believeth” is separated

from the words “is baptized” by the word “and.”   “And” in that verse is from the Greek kai,

which is a coordinate conjunction.  Thayer, in his Greek-English Lexicon of the New

Testament, defined a coordinating conjunction as that which “annexes what follows from

something said before, so as to be equivalent,” emphasis, mine, bw.   In this case what follows

what was “said before,” namely, “and is baptized,” is “equivalent” to what was said before,

namely “he that believeth.”  Therefore, if we are true to the grammar, we must conclude that in

this verse both faith and baptism are “equivalent,” meaning that they are of the same value!  One

cannot be saved by faith only.  One cannot be saved by baptism only.  According to this verse, it

takes both!

My correspondent cited the case of Simon the Sorcerer as “an example of an unbeliever

who was baptized.”  No doubt there was a time in his life when Simon had been “an unbeliever.”



But he was a believer when he was baptized!  Look at the divine record!  Philip “preached

Christ” to the people of Samaria, Acts 8:5.  Acts 8:12 says of the Samaritans that “when they

believed Philip as he preached the things concerning the kingdom of God and the name of Jesus

Christ, both men and women were baptized.”  This, incidentally, is exactly the same order Jesus

mentioned in Mark 16:16; those converted at Samaria “believed” and “were baptized!”  The next

verse, Acts 8:13, says “Then Simon himself also believed, and when he was baptized he continued

with Philip, and was amazed, seeing the miracles and signs which were done.”  Let us not deny

what the scriptures plainly say; this verse says that Simon “believed,” and that he “was baptized,”

clearly showing that in his case faith preceded baptism!  And in every example of conversion

mentioned in the book of Acts faith always preceded baptism, and baptism always preceded

salvation.  However, my correspondent cited Acts 8:20-23, which informs  us of Simon sinning

after he was baptized as being proof that he was not a “true believer” when he was baptized.  If

that were the case, then either Philip who initially preached to him, or Peter, who came later,

would have told him to “believe.”  But Peter did not tell him to believe; to the contrary. He told

him to “repent therefore of this your wickedness, and pray God if perhaps the thought of your

heart may be forgiven you.”  Alien sinners must believe and be baptized.  Those who have been

scripturally baptized, but sin afterwards, must “repent” and “pray.”  My friend is concluding that

the fact that Simon sinned after being baptized proves that he was not a “true believer” before

being baptized!  However, I urge my correspondent to look at himself!  He stated in his

correspondence that he has been baptized.  So, friend, I ask you, have you sinned after you were

baptized.  If you say that you have  not sinned, then I request that you read I John 1:10, wherein

an inspired apostle said “If we say that we have not sinned, we make Him a liar, and His word is

not in us.”  So from that verse I can safely say that my correspondent has sinned since he was

baptized.  So, friend, using your own words, I ask you were you “a true believer” when you were

baptized?

In his last paragraph my correspondent stated that “faith is essential for salvation,” and

that “water baptism is essential for obedience..”  However, he has strongly argued that “water

baptism” is not essential for salvation.  Now, please consider the dilemma into which he has

placed himself: (1) Faith is essential for salvation, (2) Water baptism is not essential for

salvation,” but (3) “Water baptism is essential for obedience.”  The necessary conclusion to that

line of reasoning is this:  “Obedience” is not necessary for salvation!  Now he has put himself

directly in opposition to Jesus Christ!  Jesus said “Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’

shall enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father in heaven,” Matt. 7:21.

Friend, do you believe what Jesus said?  Are you willing to pit your words in opposition to the

words of the Lord?  If you do that, your soul is in peril, for Jesus also said that we will be judged

by “the word” which He “has spoken,” John 12:48.

Sadly, in today’s world, many have embraced the concept of salvation by faith only.  To

thus argue they must deny the necessity of baptism.  Illustrating this concept, we refer you to

these exact words taken from The Hiscox Standard Manual for Baptist churches, pages 20-21:

“Baptism is not essential for salvation, for our churches utterly repudiate the dogma of ‘baptism

regeneration’, but it is essential to obedience, since Christ commanded it.  It is also essential to a

public confession of Christ before the world, and to membership in the church which is his body.

And no true lover of his Lord will refuse these acts of obedience and tokens of affection” (end of

quote).  But please observe: (1) “Baptism is not essential for salvation.” (2) “it is essential to

obedience,” (3) it is “essential to a public confession of Christ,” (4) it is “essential” to

“membership in the church,” and (5) “No true lover of his Lord will refuse these acts of obedience

and tokens of affection.”  The necessary conclusion of this line of reasoning (?) is that if baptism

“is not essential for salvation,” but it “is essential” to items two through five (as just cited), then

one can go to heaven without: (1) Obeying Christ, (2) making a “public confession of Christ,”

being a member of “the church” and without being a “true lover of his Lord”!  It would be next to



impossible to pack more error in words so few!

Conclusion:  My esteemed correspondent, like the ancient Pharisees, is guilty “making the

commandment of God of no effect,” Matt. 15:6 by his denominationally conceived hand-me-

down “doctrines” and “commandments of men,” which in consequence thereof results in making

“the commandment of God   of no effect,” Matt. 15:6!  The time has come to disregard what you

have been told, or what you want to believe, and genuinely “search the Scriptures” in order to

determine what God has said!                                                                     —Bobby Witherington

****


