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Every day should be a day of thanksgiving on the Christian’s calendar.  We are taught by

command to be thankful.  “Giving thanks always for all things unto God and the Father in the

name of the Lord Jesus,” Eph. 3:20.  Thankfulness must be developed, and we must grow in our

thankfulness toward God.

Origin of Thanksgiving Day

The first Thanksgiving Day was celebrated less than a year after the Plymouth colonists

had settled in the new land.  In 1621 Governor Bradford made provisions for a day of

thanksgiving, and prayer.  Gradually it grew into an annual custom.  In 1864 President Lincoln

proclaimed “A day of thanksgiving and praise to our beneficent Father.”  I’m glad to be a citizen

of a country where people thank God for their blessings.  It is far better than living where people

do not believe in God.

During the first long winter the pilgrims who landed at Plymouth Rock made seven times

more graves for the dead than they built homes for the living!  The ship from England, which was

to bring food and relief, brought instead 35 more mouths to feed and not one ounce of provisions.

And yet our Thanksgiving holiday is dated back to those people who were thankful for what they

had.

“Count Your Blessings”

We frequently sing, “Count your blessings, Name them one by one...Count your many

blessings, See what God has done.”  I am persuaded that in any effort to “count our many

blessings” we would fall short in our enumeration of them.  Nevertheless it is good for us to do

so.  Such efforts should result in sincere thankfulness and be reflected in greater faithfulness to

Christ.

Ingratitude is all too common.  On one occasion, Jesus healed ten lepers of their

grotesque disease, Luke 17:11-19.  Of the ten only one of them, a Samaritan, returned giving Him

thanks, causing Jesus to say, “Were not ten cleansed? But where are the nine?”  All were ready

to receive a blessing; all cried for mercy; but nine were not as anxious to give praise and

thanksgiving.  How terrible to think that the recipients of God’s greatest blessing are often the

very ones who are unthankful and ungrateful.  Many today are far too much like the nine lepers.

“Neither were thankful,” Rom. 1:21 is one of the many sins on the black and vicious list

of sins characteristic of the Gentile world.  Too, in describing the perilous times of the last days,

Paul says men will be “unthankful,” 2 Tim. 3:2. God reckons ingratitude so detestable as to

catalog it with the most vicious of vices and the most tragic of transgressions.

Our Spiritual Blessings

We must be thankful for and put the emphasis on spiritual things, Eph. 1:3.  How rich and

noble are the blessings of Christ’s death!  We are redeemed from the cruel bondage of sin by the

shedding of Christ’s blood.  Had Christ not died, we would still be in our sins.  Had He not been

sinless, we would have no means of reconciliation with the Father.  We should be thankful for

God’s Son, the church of the Lord, the sustaining hope of heaven, our conversion and on and on.



Ingratitude is an attitude that fails to meditate upon God’s blessings and actually forgets

what He has done for us.  Perhaps we do not love Him as we ought.  He gave us His Son, John

3:16.  He gives answers to our prayers, I John 5:14-15.  He gives us hope of eternal life, I Pet.

1:3-4.  We should always keep in mind the footprints that led to Golgotha, lest we forget how rich

we are.

Express your gratitude by your life as well as by your lips.  Thanks saying is not

necessarily thanksgiving, but thanks living is.  David said, “What shall I render unto the Lord for

all His benefits toward me?”  Ps. 116:12.  It is so easy to get caught up in the pressures and

materialism of our age that we lose sight of our heavenly home.  We begin to think that this world

is all there is.  The result of this attitude is that we lose hope.  Let us be resolved that we will give

unto God our love, our time, our talents, our money, our lives, yea, our all!

God’s Physical Blessings

We should be thankful for our physical blessings.  We have our families, our health, our

food, shelter, and clothing, our freedom, the beauty of the world, and on and on.  In Matt. 6:33

Jesus said, “But seek ye first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall

be added unto you.”  The Psalmist declared, “He causeth the grass to grow for the cattle, and

herbs for the service of man; that he may bring forth food out of the earth,” Psa. 104:14.  Let us

not fail to remember the things with which we are so remarkably blessed.

Do you have good health?  Many people do not.  One does not have to look far to see the

conditions of others about him, to be reminded of how well off he is, compared to others.  Are

you able to see, hear, speak, taste, smell, have you the sense of touch, etc.?  Are you able to think,

remember, plan, make decisions, etc?  Often we take these things for granted — and do not know

how to appreciate good health until we have lost it.  This ought not to be.  We should take good

care of our bodies, and be thankful for the strength and health we enjoy.

Do you have a happy home?  Many do not.  Many homes are broken by divorce or

desertion.  Many are unhappy because of the unfaithfulness of a husband or wife, or because of

drunkenness, harsh treatment, cruel manners, mental and/or physical abuse, profanity, etc.  There

are many parents whose hearts have been broken by rebellious, wayward sons and/or daughters—

or homes where children have been neglected, abused, humiliated and shamed by the conduct of

ungodly parents.  So, if you have a happy home, with the proper relationship existing between

husband and wife, parents and children, with the privilege of being together, you have much for

which to be thankful.

Do you have employment, or the means of livelihood to enable you to provide for

yourself and those dependent upon you?  Many people do not.  Unemployment in some areas is

high.  Many have been “laid off,” plants have closed, and other circumstances forced them into

unemployment.  When one who desires to work has no employment it is a serious matter.  So, be

thankful if you have work — whether a job, business, farm, or profession — and are able to

provide for those dependent upon you.  So learn contentment, Heb. 13:5, do your job well, be

faithful to your responsibilities, and “be ye thankful.”

Do you have a faithful church with which to worship and work, with brethren who are

willing to follow the New Testament pattern in teaching and practice?  Is there an adequate place

where you may assemble with those of like precious faith?  If so, be thankful.  Many endeavor to

serve God under circumstances which are difficult.  Many brethren are forced either to go along



with practices which violate both Bible teaching and their own consciences or to travel a long

distance to work with a church willing to follow a “thus saith the Lord” in all things.” So, if you

have a faithful church with which to meet, worship, work, and be a part of, you are more richly

blessed than you have probably paused to consider.  This is not to overlook the fact, that the

congregation may have some faults, or it fails to measure up to what it could, and ought to be; nor

to suggest it needs not make improvements.  Nor must we be satisfied to let them continue

without seeking improvements—but we do not have any problems that cannot be solved,

comparatively quick if the members really want to.  If we will simply have faith enough to follow

God’s way, and courage enough to do our duty, our problems can always be resolved. So be

thankful for brethren who are content with God’s way, and who endeavor to follow it.

Christians will do well to heed Paul’s exhortation: “Be careful for nothing; but in

everything in prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God.

And the peace of God which passeth understanding shall keep your hearts and minds through

Christ Jesus,”  Phil. 4:6-7.
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